
A California and beyond native shrub common along waterways 
and in moist soil, Buttonbush is a handsome shrub sporting 
perky white, sputnik style, fragrant orbs for blossoms. In 
areas where water led erosion is a problem, it is a natural 
problem solver. Spreading to 8’across by 8-10’tall, it prefers 
soil that stays moist to wet, but tolerates dryer positions once 
established. The sci-fi blooms, appearing in spring to early 
summer, provide fodder for honey bees, as well as other 
pollinators, and lend their sweet perfume to the honey 
produced from their nectar. The round, red fruit persist on the 
plant into winter, adding interest to otherwise subdued gardens.  

 

Cephalanthus occidentalis 
  

Buttonbush  

Zones 6-10 Sun to Light Shade 


